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SECRET RABAT 4076 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, SS, SP 

SUBJECT: FONMIN VIEWS ON KING'S SPEECH 

REF: RABAT 4058 

1. SUMMARY: FONMIN CLAIMS NO CHANGE IN SAHARA POLICY NOR IN 
GOM TIMETABLE. SAYS NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN HAVE FAILED. 

STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF APPEAL TO AFRO-ASIANS. BITTER IN 
CONDEMNATION OF ALGERIA. END SUMMARY. 

2. 1 CALLED ON FONMIN LARAKI AUGUST 22 TO REVIEW A NUMBER OF MATTERS 
PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR LIMA CONFERENCE. OTHER SUBJECTS BEING 
REPORTED SEPTELS (NOTAL). 
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3. KING S SPEECH: LARAKI CHARACTERIZED KING'S AUGUST 20 SPEECH 
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AS BEING "QUITE CONSISTENT" WITH WHAT HE HAD SAID BEFORE. HE 
ADMITTED THAT IT WAS PERHAPS FIRMER IN TONE BUT INSISTED THAT TIME- 
TABLE OUTLINED BY KING IS AS ANNOUNCED BEFORE. THE GOM WILL AWAIT 
UN PROCESS, BUT MOROCCO HE SAID CANNOT FOREVER REMAIN SILENT 
WHILE OTHERS ARE "MANEUVERING". (COMMENT: THRUST OF FONMIN'S 
REMARKS THROUGHOUT HIS TALK WITH ME SEEMED TO BE THAT MAIN PURPOSE 
OF THE SPEECH WAS TO APPEAL TO OTHER THIRD WORLD STATES FOR SUPPORT.) 

4. LARAKI SAID NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN ARE "IRREVOCABLY" BROKEN 
OFF, THAT NOTHING HAD COME OF THEM. HE DESCRIBED THE KING AS BEING 
"VERY CONFIDENT" OF THE OUTCOME OF THE ICJ DELIBERATIONS. AT THE 
SAME TIME HE SAID KING DOES NOT WISH TO DO ANYTHING TO INFLUENCE 
COURT (WITH THIS HE TWINKLED AT ME A BIT). OF COURSE MOROCCO HAS 
NO INFORMATION ON HOW PROCEEDINGS ARE GOING, LARAKI SAID. 

5. LAST FEW DAYS HAVE PROVIDED "ASTONISHING EVIDENCE" OF ALGERIAN- 
SPANISH COLLUSION, LARAKI CHARGED. HE SAID SARCASTICALLY THAT 
THIS SHOWS WHERE ALGERIA STANDS ON ANTI-COLONIALISM WHILE IT HIDES 
BEHIND SELF-DETERMINATION FACADE, WHICH DECEIVES ON ONE. IT WAS 
KING'S PURPOSE TO POINT THIS OUT POLITELY BUT CLEARLY TO NON-ALIGNED. 
ND 

KING KNOWS THAT ALGERIA IS IMPORTANT TO THEM AND HE CHOSE THIS 
METHOD TO TALK TO THEM. MOROCCO HAS HELPED OTHERS IN THEIR MOMENT 
OF NEED HE SAID AND THEY SHOULD NOT STAND STILL NOW WHEN WE ASK 
FOR THEIR HELP. 

6. FONMIN SAID THERE IS PRESSURE IN MOROCCO AMONG POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND ARMY FOR ACTION. HE REMARKED THAT I HAVE BEEN HERE 
ENOUGH TIME TO KNOW MOROCCAN TENDENCIES. HE SAID MOROCCANS 
SIMPLY CAN'T STAND STILL TOO LONG. 

7. HE COMPLAINED THAT THE "SEEMINGLY IDEOLOGICAL" MOTIVES OF SPAIN 
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. ALGERIA'S, HOWEVER, WERE MOST CLEAR AND 
BECAME CLEARER EVERY DAY. 

8. 1 SAID THAT U.S. SEEKS FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES TO THIS QUESTION AND HAS A GREAT STAKE IN STABILITY OF REGION 

I EXPRESSED HOPE THAT NO IRREVOCABLE ACT WOULD BE TAKEN. I 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT PRUDENCE KING ALLUDED TO IN SPEECH 
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WOULD CONTINUE TO PREVAIL JKD THAT THE PROCESSES OF THE UN WOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO PROCEED. FONMIN RESPONDED THAT GOM NOT ONLY 
AWAITING UN OUTCOME BUT IT DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO CONTROL 
SITUATION IN THE SOUTH. HE SAID THAT GOM COULD HAVE CAPTURED 
MANY MORE SPANISH FORCES THAN IT HAD BUT IT EXERCISING GREAT 
RESTRAINT AND CONTROL. FONMIN AGAIN WISHED TO ASSURE ME THAT 
NOTHING CHANGED IN KING'S STRATEGY. WHICH LATTER HAD OUTLINED TO ME 
IN PAST. WE ARE ONLY IN ANOTHER PHASE HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
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"TACTICAL". I ASKED JOKINGLY WHETHER HE WOULD ADVISE ME AGAINST 
GOING ON LEAVE NEXT MONTH AND HE LAUGHINGLY SAID HE SAWNSO 
REASON NOT TT 
CM 

9. SPAIN: I REMARKED THAT I HAD IMPRESSION THAT MANY PEOPLE IN 
SPAIN HAD FRIENDLY FEELINGS TOWARD MOROCCO. I FEARED THAT HARD 
WORDS HAD THE EFFECT OF STRENGTHENING SPANISH ELEMENTS WHO LESS 
INCLINED SEEK SOLUTION WITH MOROCCO. LARAKI ADMITTED THAT INTERNAL 
SPANISH AFFAIRS WERE PROBLEM. HE SAID ARMY NOT FULLY UNITED BUT 

AT SAME TIME HE SAID IT HAS EVERY REASON TO BE WARY OF A WAR IN 
THE SAHARA. 

10. FONMIN REFERRED TO NEWS REPORTS OF FRAGA REPLACING ARIAS. 

LARAKI SAID HE KNOWS FRAGA WELL AND RESPECTS HIM. FRAGA IS PRIMARILY 
SOMETHING LIKE A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT. HE WAS MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION LARAKI SAID AT A TIME WHEN FRANCO WAS TIGHTLY CONTROLL- 
ING THE PRESS (SIC). HE ATTEMPTED TO IMPLEMENT LIBERAL PRESS 
POLICIES, A POSTURE WHICH FINALLY COST HIM HIS JOB. LARAKI DESCRIBED 
THIS AS AN ACT OF GREAT COURAGE WHICH HE FELT SPEAKS WELL FOR FRAGA'S 
CHARACTER. HE CLAIMED THAT FRAGA HAD BEEN TRYING TO GATHER 
AROUND HIM A GROUP OF DEMOCRATS. FONMIN SAYS HE DOES NOT KNOW 

HIS POSITION ON SAHARA BUT BE BELIEVES FRAGA TO BE INTELLIGENT AND 
MAN OF VISION WHOSE APPOINTMENT AS PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE 
"HOPEFUL DEVELOPMENT ". 

1 1 . ALGERIA: FONMIN ASKED ME WHAT I KNEW ABOUT ATTACKS ON ALGERIAN 
EMBASSIES. I SAID THAT I HAD NO INFO BUT HAD THE IMPRESSION 

THAT ATTACKS RELATED TO ALGERIAN DISSIDENTS IN FRANPN. HE 
REMARKED THAT THERE IS GREAT DISUNITY IN ALGERIAN LEADERSHIP 
GROUP. HE SAID AN ALGERIAN MINISTER RECENTLY TOLD HIM THAT 
BOUTEFLIKA IS "ILL" AND WOULD NOT BE GOING TO LIMA. LARAKI SAID 
HE SIMPLY COULD NOT BELIEVE THIS BECAUSE BOUTEFLIKA IS CHAIRMAN. 
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IF, HOWEVER, IT TURNS OUT TO BE TRUE IT IS SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT. 
BOUMEDIENNE, HE SAID, IS BECOMING MORE RADICAL ALL THE TIME. 

I ASKED WHETHER HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO TACTICAL INTERNAL POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING OR TO CONVICTION. LARAKI SAID BOTH. 

NEUMANN 
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